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E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

Letter
S a n d r a  S h e l s o n

“For everything there is a season…”.  We are all very 
familiar with those words and all that follow.  Those 
words hold true for individuals and organizations alike.  
Here at The Partnership for a Healthy Mississippi, 2017 
proved to be one of many seasons.  

First we had the season of celebration for all the 
successes we have achieved.  The smoking rate among 
students is at a historic low.  Our partnership with the 
Mississippi State Department of Health is strong and the 
work we do is saving lives and changing behaviors.   The 
three Mississippi Tobacco Free Coalitions housed here, 
serving nine counties, are stronger than ever.  We also 
celebrated Madison County becoming completely smoke-
free.  

Another area where The Partnership continues to 
flourish is in the increased the number of school health 
councils we are working with and the evaluation of 
the program is proving it to be a valuable tool to our 
schools.  In addition to the school health council 
work funded through our partners at the W.K.Kellogg 
Foundation, our Health and Wellness Division was also 
awarded a Farm to School grant from USDA.  This will 
enable us to promote good nutrition and provide positive 
experiences with fresh, healthy and local food.  The 
Partnership was also able to provide playground balls 
to elementary students with our fun-filled, educational 
Just Have a Ball program.

As with the season to grow and celebrate, there 
is a season for coming together through loss and 
challenges.  The Partnership family experienced a 
season of extreme loss.  Our dear colleague and Youth 
Programs Director, Suzanne Ellis, passed away suddenly.  
Suzanne had been with us for eighteen years.  Her 
knowledge of tobacco prevention and her love of the 
students she served were unparalleled.  We miss her 
every day and try to honor her legacy by continuing to 
provide top notch tobacco prevention education to all.
As we approach our twentieth anniversary of service to 
our state, we are humbled by the positive changes we 
have helped to bring about.  We are grateful to the many 
organizations, agencies and individuals who have made 
these positive changes possible.  We are excited about 
the future and we rededicate ourselves to the mission to 
change the culture of health for all Mississippians.

f o r  e v e r y t h i n g 
t h e r e  i s  a  s e a s o n .
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1999

The Partnership for a Healthy Mississippi 
implements  its tobacco control programs

MS high school smoking rate: 32.5%
MS middle school smoking rate: 23%

2000

RAT®, Reject All Tobacco is implemented 
as a tobacco control program

MS high school smoking rate: 29%
MS middle school smoking rate: 18%

2002

Metcalfe, Ms becomes the first community in 
the state to pass a smokefree ordinance

MS high school smoking rate: 23%
MS middle school smoking rate: 11.9%

State legislature increase state tobacco 
tax by fifty cents

MS high school smoking rate: 18%
MS middle school smoking rate: 7%

2009



2010

The Partnership establishes 
a health & wellness division

MS high school smoking rate: 19.7%
MS middle school smoking rate: 5.7%

2015

Tutwiler beomes 100th smoke-free ordinance
29% of POP protected

MS high school smoking rate: 7.7%
MS middle school smoking rate: 3.6%

20,000th ball given away at our
 Just Have A Ball in school programs

MS high school smoking rate: 8%
MS middle school smoking rate: 4.5%

2014 2017

Generation FREE™ youth advocates 
began working with county officials to 

adopt county wide smoke-free ordinances.
MS high school smoking rate: 9.4%

MS middle school smoking rate: 3.8%
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“ T o  p r o m o t e  h e a l t h  a n d  we  l l n ess    i n  M i ss  i ss  i pp  i ”



Y o u t h  P r o g r a m s

G e n e r a t i o n  F r ee

Generation FREE is Mississippi’s youth-led tobacco prevention 
movement allowing 7th – 12th graders to get plugged into ways 
to make a difference in their schools and communities. Through 

conferences, contests and popup events on campuses, there is something 
for everyone! These events are tailored to teach this age group on 

practices that will help them become the first tobacco-free 
generation in the state. 

For almost two decades The Partnership’s Youth Programs have educated millions of 
Mississippi’s students on the dangers of tobacco and other emerging tobacco and nicotine 

products. Below are some of the Youth Programs highlights from 2017. 

RAT  ,  R eje   c t  A l l  T o b a c c o

RAT – Reject All Tobacco is the only tobacco-free campaign in the 
country created especially for children in grades K – 6. Terrance the 

Rat is the loveable mascot who encourages kids to “Tell Somebody” 
about the dangers of tobacco. Terrance’s efforts, along with dance 

troupes and RAT teams across the state, have led to historically low 
smoking rates. 

1,922 young people were reached in 

2016 - 2017 through interactive middle 

school and high school regional

 youth conferences.

™  

® 

1,922 15,377

Generation FREE impacted 15,377 students 

at FREE style events at middle schools 

as well as at high school sporting events 

during the 2016-2017 school year.

Generation FREE teams impacted 40,657 

youth over the 2016 - 2017 year .

40,657

Since 1999 The Partnership’s youth 

programs have reached over 1.6 million 

school children with tobacco prevention.

1.6 Mil 1,527

There are over 1,527 RAT teams 

throughout the state that are involved in 

monthly tobacco awareness activities in a 

classroom setting, after school and faith 

based programs.

The Reject All Tobacco (RAT) program 

reached over 26,000 students with 75 

interactive RAT shows during the 

 2016 - 2017 year.

26K



T o b a c c o - F r ee   C o a l i t i o n s

The Partnership houses three Mississippi Tobacco Free Coalitions within our organization. These coalitions 
are made up of members across 9 counties in the state. Funded through the Mississippi State Department of 

Health Office of Tobacco Control, the coalitions partner with schools, faith-based and community service 
organizations, businesses and civic organizations, and a number of health advocacy organizations to provide 

education and resources to the communities that they serve.

Coalition 
Board Members

200 5,670

Students 
Reached

Rat & FREE 
Teams

288

Events

783

COALITION OF 
MADISON, YAZOO 
AND HOLMES 
COUNTIES

tobacco COALITION OF 
MADISON, YAZOO 
AND HOLMES 
COUNTIES

COALITION OF 
LEFLORE, HUMPHREYS
AND CARROLL COUNTIES

tobacco

COALITION OF 
PIKE, AMITE AND
WILKINSON COUNTIES

tobacco



• August 6, 1996 | West
• October 2007 | Greenville
• November 15, 2007 | McComb
• May 1, 2008 | Gulfport
• July 31, 2008 | Walls
• January 6, 2010 | Columbus
• June 3, 2010 | Goodman
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• October 5, 2010 | Rienzi
• June 2011 | Olive Branch
• June 6, 2012 | Vaiden
• November 19, 2013 | Magee
• July 3, 2014 | Gautier
• March 18, 2017 | Fulton

of which have ordinances 
that include restrictions on 

e l e c t r o n i c  c i g a r e t t e s
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u pdated | jan uary 2018
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S m o k e  F r ee   A i r  M a p

We have come a long way since 2002 when Metcalfe, Mississippi, became our first, local, 
smoke-free ordinance. In face, with many of our partners, we’ve added 141 more ordinances 

which covers almost 34% of the state’s population.
 



G o v e r n m e n t  R e l a t i o n s

 The Partnership has had a stellar track record for being on the front lines of health and 
wellness policies in the state. Our work on the state and local levels over the years has led to 

positive changes with tobacco control, food access, farm to school and infant care. We look 
forward to continuing this work for years to come.

 

Over the years, leading up to the twentieth 
anniversary of The Partnership, we have 
advocated for countless tobacco control 
policies to protect Mississippians from the 
ravages of tobacco use; many of which are 
laws that have led to immense health care 
cost savings for the state. 

From leading the way to the first 
comprehensive smoke-free community in 
Metcalfe in 2002 to the first smoke-free 
vehicles policy in McComb in 2016, these 
pioneering policies are setting the tone 
for other municipalities to adopt similar 
ordinances. To date there are 142 local, 
smoke-free ordinances across the state. 
These are direct reflections of our work 
and our partners like the Mississippi State 
Department of Health Office of Tobacco 
Control and all of the Mississippi Tobacco 

Free Coalitions across the state. 
In addition to tobacco-related policies, 
The Partnership continues to seek adequate 
funding for the Healthy Food Financing 
Initiative, made possible by House Bill 1328 
which was adopted in 2013. 

Over the past year, The Partnership is 
helping to fill the void of lack of access 
to healthy and affordable foods in several 
communities across the state. We helped 
establish and enhance farmer’s markets 
across the state through a grant from the 
Mississippi State Department of Health. 
The communities we served were Coldwater, 
Charleston, Moorhead and Utica and we 
will extend to other communities in 2018. 

F a r m e r s  M a r k e t s

The Partnership worked in four communities with municipal 
leaders and residents in 2017 to establish and enhance 
farmers markets operations through marketing, advertising 
and technical assistance with the goal of increasing access to 
healthy, affordable, and nutritious foods. 

The towns are geographically situated in food deserts from 
southwest Hinds County to the heart of the Mississippi 
Delta, namely, Utica, Coldwater, Charleston and Moorhead. 
Since the inception of the farmers market promotional 
assistance program, communities have been enriched and 
excited about the resources being provided through this 
initiative.



H e a l t h  &  W e l l n ess 

The Partnership believes it takes entire communities to create and promote health in Mississippi. 
Our Health and Wellness Division had many highlights in 2017 and below are a few we would 

like to share.

J u s t  H a v e  A  B a l l

During the 2016 – 2017 school year, with the help of generous 
sponsors like Trustmark Bank,  Just Have a Ball presented to 

897 Students across the state and presented each student with a 
playground ball. To date, Just Have a Ball has presented to:

88 Schools in 32 Counties and a total of 31,489 Pieces of 
sports equipment given out to deserving youth.

F a r m  t o  S c h o o l

Since 2013, The Health and Wellness Division has been addressing Farm 
to School issues with grants from USDA. Through produce tastings, 

cooking demonstrations, recipe contests, healthy information sessions 
and Farm to School Regional Meetings, we have reached over 10,000 

students.
 

S c h o o l  H e a l t h  C o u n c i l s

Through the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the Health and Wellness 
Division has been assisting with activating school and early childhood 

centers health councils in targeted areas in Mississippi. The project 
has affected over 18,000 students and 1,500 teachers, council members, 

board members and administrators. The program has helped create 
healthier environments that encourage the consumption of healthy 

foods an beverages; provide appropriate healthy education strategies; 
encouraged regular physical activity; strengthen community and family 

engagement and empower staff to become healthy role models for 
youth.



Farewell
S u z a n n e  E l l i s

It was with heavy hearts that we said farewell to our 
beloved, Suzanne Ellis, this past year. Sue, as known to 
many, was a member of our Partnership family for the 
last 18 years.  She was the most loving, caring, kind 
and dedicated person. She truly had a servant’s heart. 
Tobacco prevention was a passion of hers and she led 
many children in this state to be tobacco-free and to be 
activists to change cultures, laws and behaviors. She 
loved teaching and giving to others. Her service to 
others extended far beyond the walls of The Partnership 
including helping her neighbors; volunteering in her 
church; serving as a sustaining member of The Junior 
League of Jackson and extending a hand to many other 
organizations. Sue had a true passion and appreciation 
for everyone. She never asked for anything but was 

comfortable asking people she had met recently to 
lifelong friends what she could do for them. She loved 
the New Orleans Saints and even named her fur babies, 
Nola and Breesy. 

Her infectious smile and laugh will be missed. We know 
many hearts are aching and grieving over the loss of 
Suzanne. We ache and grieve with you and our hearts 
are overwhelmed with the outpouring of love from all 
of our family, friends, past co-workers and vendors. We 
will continue to celebrate Sue’s life and our friendship 
with her forever. Galatians 5:6(2): “The only thing that 
counts is faith expressing itself through love.” Sue was a 
shining example of this for all whose paths she crossed. 
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