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The Partnership continues to provide tobacco prevdion resources and policy assistance

When it comes to tobacco control

efforts, you can still count on The
Partnership for a Healthy Mississippi.
Here are a few program highlights
available statewide.

Youth Programs

The Partnership provides tobacco pre-
vention curriculum for grades K-12
throughout Mississippi. The age-
appropriate tobacco lessons are incor-
porated into existing subject matter.
All lessons meet state competencies in
subjects such as Language Arts and
Health. The Partnership will continue
to provide training to any group of
educators interested in obtaining the
materials.

Youth groups can form teams and
complete monthly tobacco prevention
activities and receive incentives to
reward youth for their efforts.

The popular RAT Show and SWAT on
the Road presentations are also still
available on a limited basis. Contact
The Partnership to receive additional
information regarding the presenta-
tions. Request forms can be completed
online by visiting www.gorat.com or
www.getswat.com.

Youth Programs staff is available to
speak at schools, health fairs, and
other community events across the
state.

Visit our websites to find more infor-
mation about some of the events
planned for the 2007-08 school year.

Fall, 2007
Contest for K-12 graders

Frontline Educational Youth
Rally

Spring, 2008
2008 Tobacco Witz Blitz Quiz

Resource Center

The Partnership continues to provide
free health-related information to all
Mississippians. The center offers
brochures, educational literature,
videos and other materials for teach-
ers, healthcare providers, students
and others throughout the state. The
information is free of charge and can
help enhance any presentations or
health fairs.

Stay connected at www.healthy-miss.org

The Partnership for a Healthy Mis-
sissippi invites you to stay con-
nected to the tobacco prevention
efforts that you and your commu-
nity have championed for so many
years.

We appreciate your commitment to
improving the health of all Missis-
sippians by fighting Big Tobacco.
Your efforts have helped save the
lives of an entire generation of Mis-
sissippi’s kids.

You can continue to find tobacco pre-
vention and educational resources
on-line at www.healthy-miss.org .
And, you can sign up to receive our
e-newsletter and other alerts, too.

Throughout the year, we will be up-
dating our web sites with new facts
and numerous program events. If
there is a topic that you would like
to see more information about,
please contact our office.

Faith-Based Materials

In addition to the popular youth ac-
tivity manuals, The Partnership also
provides sermon notes and parent
education curriculum, which are de-
signed to help adults stay up-to-date
on tobacco industry tactics and learn
new methods for communicating
about tobacco use with youth.

Policy Assistance

Policy is a key factor in reducing to-
bacco consumption and improving
the overall health of Mississippians.
The Partnership will continue to pro-
vide technical assistance and train-
ing to advocates on the local and
statewide level who want to engage
in tobacco policy efforts such as clean
indoor air ordinances and tax in-
creases. From public awareness and
education to implementation, The
Partnership is here to provide assis-
tance to continue to help Mississip-
pians fight Big Tobacco.

Information about all of these pro-
grams is available on-line at
www.healthy-miss.org or by calling
the office at (800)-PHM-KIDS.

The Partnership

has moved to a new location.

The Partnership for a

Healthy Mississippi

617 Renaissance Way
Suite 210

Ridgeland, MS 39157

Office: 601-898-7188
Fax: 601-898-7189
Toll Free: 800-746-5437
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TERRANCE ANNOUNCES 2007-08 RAT TROUPE

Terrance is please to welcome back the fol- SUMMER TIPS
lowing students: FROM TERRANCE

Arrielle Dale Kamiya Edwards 1) Apply sunscreen at least 30

Emily Fordice Jasmine Friday minutes before going outside.

2) Remember to use sunscreen even on
cloudy days. The SPF should be at
Nichole King Briceston Leonard least 15.

Hillary Howard Kelsey Ann Jackson

Saquita Lockett Ashley McDowell 3) Read fun books and review math

. . . facts over the summer.
Valenica Miller Demetries Morrow

4) Limit your exposure to secondhand
smoke because it contains over 60

Jonathan Peterson Zach Peterson cancer causing poisons

Summer Rials Ansley Schimmel For more information, visit
Trey Scott Reggie Stevenson Wwww.gorat.com .

Auriel Mosley Rick Neal

To have Terrance and his friends come to your dchuati 601-898-7188 or 800-PHM-KIDY,  Have a happy and safe summer!

Legislative round up in Mississippi

Asin recent years, tobacco policy is- sissippi Medical Center for tobacco
sues were a main topic during the 2007 treatment programs. You can find a
session of the Mississippi Legislature. copy of legislation on-line at
Senate Finance Committee Chairman www.ls.state.ms.us/billstatus
Tommy Robertson refused to let a hill
out of his committee that would have The Centers for Disease Control and
raised the tobacco tax and cut grocery Prevention recommends that Missis-
taxes. Therefore, Mississippi remains sippi spend a minimum of $18.8 mil-
an affordable market for Big Tobacco to lion and a maximum of $46.8 million
peddle their deadly products. annually on tobacco control. While
Mississippi is fortunate that some
However, all was not lost when it came monies were allocated to the tobacco
to tobacco control efforts. The Legisla- control effort, the programs will not be
ture approved Senate Bill 2764 that fully-funded or comprehensive at this
creates a tobacco control advisory time.
board under the State Board of Health.
The board will oversee $8 million allo- Resources are critical for sustainable
cated to the Department of Health for comprehensive tobacco prevention Strong legislative support is an essential element
tobacco prevention. The Legislature programs. The research is clear and in maintaining comprehensive tobacco control
also allocated $800,000 to the Missis- provides overwhelming evidence that programs in Mississippi.
sippi Attorney General's office to con- investment in tobacco control saves
tinue law enforcement efforts related to lives and money.

tobacco control, and $650,000 to The
ACT Center at the University of Mis-




What are you smoking?

T hink tobacco education is just for
kids? Think again.

A new survey released in March by the
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids finds
that most Americans are not aware of
the dangerous chemicals in cigarettes
and cigarette smoke. The survey found
that 71 percent of adults and 79 per-
cent of teens could not name a single
chemical found in cigarette smoke,
other than tar and nicotine. Cigarette
smoke contains more than 4,000 chemi-
cals, including at least 69 that cause
cancer and many more that are hazard-
ous.

Chemicals in cigarette smoke include
arsenic (used in rat poison, causes can-
cer in humans), ammonia (used in
household cleaners, can irritate the
respiratory tract and elevate blood

pressure), formaldehyde (used to em-
balm bodies, causes nasal cancer and
can damage the lungs, skin and diges-
tive system), and polonium 210 (a highly
radioactive element that causes cancer).

To raise awareness about these and
other hazardous chemicals in cigarettes,
the Campaign for Tobacco-Free kids has
launched a new web site-
www.whatareyousmoking.org.

The survey also found powerful evidence
that children are still being bombarded
by tobacco advertising. Teens are al-
most twice as likely as adults to recall
seeing advertising for cigarettes or spit
tobacco in the previous two weeks - 49
percent of teens recalled seeing tobacco
advertising, while only 26 percent of
adults did.

According to the latest report from the

Community coalitions work

P eople who participate in community
coalitions share a common passion.
They are determined to make a differ-
ence in their community.

Several communities across Missis-
sippi have taken action by advocating
for changes in state laws and policies
to protect people's rights from environ-
mental tobacco smoke exposure. Peo-
ple are speaking up for their right to
breathe clean, smoke-free air, free
from the proven dangers of second-
hand smoke.

The result has been a surge in the
number of laws that require all work-
places and public places to be smoke-
free. This represents important pro-
gress toward reducing the devastating

toll of tobacco in our state.

The need for protection from second-
hand smoke in all workplaces and pub-
lic places has never been clearer. In
issuing a groundbreaking report on
secondhand smoke in June 2006, U.S.
Surgeon General Richard Carmona
stated, “The debate is over. The sci-
ence is clear: Secondhand smoke is not
a mere annoyance, but a serious
health hazard that causes premature
death and disease in children and non-
smoking adults.”

If you would like to join this movement
to keep our kids from using tobacco,
please contact The Partnership for
more information about what is hap-
pening in your area.

FOR A HEALTHY MISSISSIPPI

Federal Trade Commission, the to-
bacco companies spend more than
$15.4 billion a year to market their
products in the U.S. - $42 million a
day. Tobacco companies have more
than doubled their marketing since

World No
Tobacco Day

World No Tobacco Day was held on
May 31, 2007. This year’'s theme was
“Smoke-Free Environments”.

On the heels of the U.S. Surgeon Gen-
eral’s report that establishes that there
is “no safe level of exposure to second-
hand smoke”, this year's World No To-
bacco Day offered the perfect opportu-
nity for continued educational outreach
and policy efforts to protect every Mis-
sissippian from exposure to the cancer-
causing agents found in secondhand
smoke.

The Partnership was pleased to be in-
volved in several events scheduled for
the day.

Visit www.healthy-miss.org for more
event information throughout the year.

Want to quit using tobacco?
Call (800) 244-9100

for free of charge, cessation assistance.
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617 Renaissance Way, Ste. 210
Ridgeland, MS 39157
Telephone: (601) 898-7188
Facsimile: (601) 898-7189

www.healthy-miss.org

If you would like to submit information to

The Partnership Press , please contact Nikki
Burke at nikki.burke @healthy-miss.org.

May

16— SWAT Show, Edinburg/Carthage
17— SWAT Show, McComb

18— SWAT Show, Picayune

26— SWAT Show, Crystal Springs
31- World No Tobacco Day

June
13— SWAT Show, Quitman




